
 



 

                                                                                                                                                                  

Invitation to Overseas Crews  

MRX Yachting invite your Club, Class or Crew to submit an ñExpression of Interestò in 

competing in the 201 7 Farr MRX Pacific Keelboat Challenge.  

 

Jean Louis New Caledonian crew celebrates -  201 6 Pacific Keel Boat Challenge  

 

Event Information  

Following the enthusiasm generated over the last 5 regattas  we will be back bigger and 

better in March, 201 7!  

The Farr MRX Pacific Keel Boat Challenge  is an invitation fleet racing event for 

leading Yacht Clubs  around the world. Entries are inv ited  from the USA, Japan, Hong 

Kong, Asia, Australia, the Pacific Islands and New Zealand.  

The Regatta will be organized by the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron and Buckland ôs 

Beach Yacht Club as part of the Auckland Regatta.  

 

  



 

 

Superb One Design Keel Boat Racing  

The event will be sailed  in 1 1 identical Farr 10.2 metre MRX Yachts each with 6 crew. 

There will be 1 practice day and 3 race days. Up to 13 windward leeward and harbour 

course races will be held on Aucklandôs Waitemata Harbour.  

This strict one design racing provides the very best crew vs crew competition!  

The boats are ready to sail and cannot be altered so all you need to bring is an able 

crew and your sailing gear!   

To ensure the closest racing t he sails to be used in each race will be specified by the 

Race Committee . 

 

 

One Design racing at its best!  

  

 



 

Welcome from the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron  

  

 
 

The Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron is very pleased to host the 201 7 Farr MRX 

Pacific Keel Boat Challenge.  

 
We look forward to welcoming crews from around the Pacific to compete in this event. 

We are sure you will have great racing in the Farr MRX fleet on Aucklandôs Waitemata 

harbour and enjoy the camaraderie  ashore . 

 

 
 

Steve Mair , Commodore, Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron  
  



 
 

Regatta Program  

 Thursday  23 rd  March 201 7 10.00 to 14.00 Practice Day  

18.00 Briefing  

  19.00 Welcome Dinner, Quarterdeck, 

RNZYS 

Friday  24 th  March 201 7 10.00 First Race  

Saturday  25 st March 201 7 10.00 First Race  

17.00 Jack Tarr  Party, Viaduct Harbour  

Sunday  26 th  March 201 7 10.00 First Race  

17.00 Prize Giving , RNZYS  

 

 

Sean Wallis  & crew  from Perth enjoying racing on the Waitemata harbour  



 
 

 

Entry Process for Overseas Crews  

Expressions of Interest  

 

To ensure you are kept up to date with information as it comes to hand for the regatta 

please submit an ñExpression of Interestò for your club or crew by E -mail advice to 
mrxyachting@xtra.co.nz . 

 

Charter Application  
 

The Charter Application, Skipper Resume and Charter Deposit of NZ$1, 000, (non -

refundable once Charter Application  accepted), are requested  from Overse as entrants 
by 1st December  201 6 unless extended by MRX Yachting.  

 

Apply early to ensure the success of your application  

 
Up to 8 MRX yachts will be available for Overseas  entries ð MRX Yachts will be allocated 

to crews in the order in which they have submitted complete Charter Application Forms 

and Charter Deposits .  
 

The Charter Application , Skipper Resume  and Charter Agreement Forms  are available 

now from  

www.mrxyachting.co.nz/2013/Pacific%20Keel%20Boat%20Challenge/regatt
a - information - forms  

  
Charter Agreement  

 

The balance of the Charter Fee, (balance NZ$1,400 -  total NZ$2,400), and Charter 

Agreement, shall b e received by 28th February 201 6, unless extended  by MRX Yachting.  

 
Regatta Entry  

 

Regatta entries must b e completed by early March 201 7 by sending the Regatta Entry 

Form to the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron, (raceoffice@rnzys.org.nz) together 

with the entry fee of NZ$ 20 0.   

Race Documents and additional regatta information will be e -mailed and added to our 

web site as it comes to hand.  

Entry Process for NZ Crews  

Farr MRX National Championships  will be used as tr ials to select the New Zealand 

entrants and will take place in February 20 17 . 
 

  



 
 

Sailing Waters  

 

The regatta will be held on Aucklandôs Waitemata Harbour. The areas marked A and B 

are the likely course areas for great windward leeward  racing and the harbour courses 

will be inside Rangitot o, Motutapu and Waiheke Island.  

  



 
 

Auckland Weather in March  

 
 

The Auckland region enjoys a warm, coastal climate without any extremes of 

temperature.  Summers in Auckland are generally warm. Days are long and sunny, 

nights are mild. The average daily temperature in Auckland during the summer is 23°C 
(74°F). When visiting Auckland, it's a good idea to pack sunglasses, sun hat and 

sunscreen during the summer due to New Zealand's high UV rat ing . 

 

 
 

The weather in Auckland can be changeable as the region is influenced by weakening 

cyclones and cold fronts, which can cause variable conditions. In March the winds are 

normally between 5 and 20 knots with periods of lighter and fresher winds as weather 
systems move through. Auckland is one of New Zealand sunniest regions with 2060 

sunshine hours per year . 

 
 



 
 

Accommodation  

A house obtained through AirBnB  or Bookabach  may be the best option to 

house a crew of 6 or more  

Westhaven and the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron are located within a few minutes 

of downtown Auckland so the city hotels are close to the Yacht Club and the Fleet.  

 

A good  option for you to consider is the Langham Hotel ,  (who support and provide 
transport to the Squadron) , which has rooms from around $2 15  per night ï just quote 

the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron when making a book ing.  

 

 

The Langham  also  has a complimentary shuttle bus service which operates seven days a 
week, taking you from the hotel to Custom Street near the waterfront.   

 

  

https://www.airbnb.co.nz/
http://www.bookabach.co.nz/
http://www.langhamhotels.com/en/the-langham/auckland/overview/


 

 

Transport  

With Auckland city , ñAò, so close to Westhaven it is just a short taxi ride to and from 

most accommodation  and the MRX Fleet berths , ñBò, right beside the Royal New Zealand 

Yacht Squadron . 

  

 

Chris Wayôs crew from the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club enjoy a beer at the RNZYS  


